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Abstract

The purpose of the study was to find out what factors influence students' decisions to study Islamic studies
in secondary schools in llorin, Kwara State. The researchers choose to use the descriptive research method.
A guestionnaire was utilised to gather data. The study's population consisted of 20 students who were picked
from 10 schools using the simple random selection technique. The validity of the instrument was determined
by experts in Islamic Studies, measurement, and evaluation. The gathered data was analysed using
descriptive statistics of frequency and percentage were employed to present the demographic data of the
respondents, answer research question one and ANOVA was also employed to address the research
hypotheses that were formulated. The study findings indicate that parental influence, teachers' attitude,
teaching techniques, and the use of technology (instructional media) are the elements that determine
students' selection of Islamic studies in secondary schools in llorin. The study also found that gender had no
impact on students' views of the factors that drive their choice of Islamic studies. Consistent with the findings
of the study, parents were recommended to actively promote and inspire their children to opt for Islamic
education. Teachers are strongly encouraged to continue using effective teaching methods and providing
support to their pupils, while also having a positive and friendly relationship with them.

Keywords: Factors, Students’ choice, Islamic studies.

Introduction

Islam, which was introduced over one thousand, four hundred years ago, is a comprehensive system of life
that is suitable for individuals of all ages. Islam is a religion that emphasises orderliness and prudence. It
provides its followers with guidance and protection from any potential social ills that may stem from disorder.
It is also believed that Islamic studies provide knowledge about Islam and its principles, which aids in the
cultivation of the moral qualities that define a decent Muslim as both an individual and a member of society.
Busari (2018) characterised Islamic Studies as a religion that enforces its adherents to regard knowledge as
advantageous from the moment of conception until their demise. He also stated that Islamic Studies shapes
students' sensibilities in a manner that the principles of Islam dictate their decisions, life perspective, and
method of acquiring all knowledge.

Islamic Studies is a course that is taught in educational institutions to assist students in gaining a
comprehensive understanding and knowledge of the magnificent work of Allah. According to Hamzah and
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Aliyu (2018), Islamic Studies is a formal educational system that is a subset of Islamic Education. They also
argued that the formal aspect of Islamic Education, which is the study of Islamic Studies, is formally acquired
through the institutional system. Islamic Studies is a comprehensive term that encompasses all knowledge that
enables an individual to comprehend and appreciate the magnificent works of Allah, including Mathematics,
Geography, Physics, Biology, Human anatomy, Astronomy, History, and Law (Abdulraheem 2008). However,
this investigation vividly examines the factors that influence students' decision to pursue Islamic Studies. The
factors that influence students' choice of Islamic Studies are indefinite, as argued by Balogun & Kazeem (2013)
and Ahmed (2018). They also confirmed that the scarcity of qualified teachers, the influence of teachers as
role models to students, the unavailability of essential textbooks, parental influence, the lack of modern
techniques suitable for Islamic Studies, Arabic issues, government policy on Islamic Studies, and instructional
materials are appeared to be problems. Furthermore, Edwards and Quinter (2011) discovered that family
members have a greater impact on the career decisions of students. It was also noted that the majority of parents
do not permit their children to pursue Islamic Studies as a career due to their religious beliefs and the
expectations they have for their children. Consequently, parents are instrumental in determining their children's
academic pursuits.

Another factor that hinders students' selection of Islamic Studies in secondary schools is the integration of
the Arabic language into Nigerian schools. The majority of Islamic Studies instructors have been found to find
the use of Arabic language to be a challenging endeavour due to their lack of proficiency in the language. It is
certain that a significant number of subjects will be taught in Arabic, as Islamic Studies is primarily concerned
with Quranic chapters and Hadiths. Students have also chosen to skip the Arabic language course in higher
education institutions and instead pursue other subjects due to their dread of the language. Nahla and Geoffrey
(2006) emphasised the importance of dispelling the dread of the Arabic language in the context of Islamic
Studies in order to reassure students and encourage them to improve their proficiency in the language. Ajidagba
and Abdur-Rafiu (2015) hypothesised that the reintroduction of the Arabic language in secondary schools
would enhance the efficacy of the teaching and learning of Islamic Studies in the Nigerian educational system.
The career choices of students are also influenced by the role models of Islamic Studies instructors. In the
context of a student's life cycle, a teacher's genius, impact, character, self-discipline, and exceptional
characteristics are of paramount importance, as they are responsible for imparting beneficial knowledge and
information to their students. (Eremie, 2017). It has been observed that students are more likely to pursue
Islamic Studies as a career if their instructors internalise the positive lesson, they impart to them.

Additionally, the scarcity of qualified teachers, which is another factor that impedes the interests of students
in numerous secondary institutions, will be eliminated. Professional training and a minimum academic
accreditation of a Nigerian Certificate of Education (NCE) are prerequisites for a teacher to be considered
gualified in Nigeria. Emma and Elaine (2019) asserted that the capacity of students to learn is jeopardised by
the absence of sufficient qualified instructors, particularly in the field of Islamic Studies itself. Bidmos (2003)
contended that textbooks are informative and functional materials that enable teachers and students to refresh
their knowledge, thereby facilitating the acquisition of precise information during the teaching and learning
process. Additionally, it is asserted that textbooks that are both practical and pertinent to the study of Islamic
Studies are not distributed. It is also emphasised that the unavailability of essential textbooks has resulted in
many Islamic studies teachers utilising obsolete materials, which has also influenced the choice of students to
pursue Islamic Studies (Hashim, Rufai & Nor 2011).

Another factor that influences students' decision to pursue Islamic studies is the utilisation of contemporary
methodologies by Islamic Studies instructors. Eniayewu (2005) and Adewale (2013) elucidated that the
learners' attention and interest are greatly enhanced when Islamic Studies instructors employ contemporary
teaching techniques during the instructional process. They further confirmed that the teaching and learning of
Islamic Studies would be effectively delivered through the use of contemporary technigues, such as computers,
projectors, films, and Internet facilities. The teaching methods employed to cultivate or pass Islamic Studies
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for students are emphasised by Aziz, lbrahim, Shaker, and Nor (2016) as those that foster and encourage a
passion for the subject. It was also confirmed that the methods employed in the teaching process are crucial
for learners of varying educational levels.

Vista and Grantham (2010) proposed that parental education significantly and consistently enhances the
academic accomplishments of children throughout their lives. Additionally, it was asserted that parental
education has a beneficial impact on a child's educational achievement and decreases the probability of an
adolescent dropping out of school. The academic success of students is significantly influenced by the
education of their parents, which significantly influences their choice of course of study and academic
performance in tertiary institutions. Students' academic accomplishments are a metric of success in all
educational environments that are associated with family heritage, including education, income, and
occupation (Aliyu, 2019). He also asserted that the educational background of parents provided their children
with the opportunity to select a course of study at the university.

The status of Islamic Studies in the Nigerian school curriculum is also a factor that influences students to
offer Islamic Studies in secondary institutions. Islamic Studies was acknowledged as a unique school subject
in the 6-3-3-4 system, which was subsequently replaced by the 9-3-4 system of education. The country's
education policy mandates that Islamic Studies be a mandatory subject in primary and junior secondary
education, despite its designation as an elective in senior secondary institutions. Additionally, the 2014 Nigeria
National Policy on Education (6th Edition) in Section 3 reaffirmed the objective of Islamic Studies, a
humanities-based subject for senior secondary education, to cultivate individuals who are well-adjusted,
religious, moral, and academically astute, capable of forming their own opinions and respecting those of others.
The opportunity to pursue higher education in the discipline of Islamic Studies should also be extended to
these individuals. This indicates that students' preferences regarding Islamic Studies are diverse due to its status
as an elective subject in Nigeria's National Policy on Education.

Statement of the Problem

It is noted that the students may be denied the opportunity to enroll in the subject at this level due to the
unavailability and inadequacy of instructors in a particular school. Olaitan (2017) elucidated that secondary
school students exhibit a lack of interest in offering Islamic Studies as a subject or selecting it as a field of
study. Even those who reluctantly offered it did not treat it with the requisite gravity. Additionally, the moral
decadence of students in the school is ultimately influenced by government policy and the apathetic attitude
of parents towards the subject, which in turn has a direct or indirect impact on the larger society (Ahmed 2018).
Furthermore, it is an undeniable fact that Islamic Studies are of paramount importance to the national
development and the well-being of Nigerian citizens.

The variables that influence students' decision to pursue Islamic Studies have been the subject of numerous
investigations. In Lagos State, Nigeria, Oseni (2012) researched the factors that influence students' motivation
and attitude towards Islamic studies. Through interviews and questionnaires, a mixed-methods research design
was implemented. He determined that environmental factors are the primary predictors of students' attitudes,
as opposed to their motivation. Conversely, parents' influence is one of the micro-factors that most significantly
predicts students' motivation and attitudes. Salako et al (2018) conducted an investigation into the moribund
enrolment issues of Islamic Studies students in public secondary institutions in Ogun State, Nigeria. The
primary cause for the moribund enrolment problem of students in Islamic Studies was attributed to job
marketability, according to them. Khalid (2019) investigated the factors that influence the learning of Islamic
Studies in developing countries and discovered that situational interest can be used to develop or deepen the
initial interest of any individual, thereby providing a meaningful learning experience for each student. Busari
(2018) investigated the challenges and opportunities associated with teaching and learning Islamic Studies in
primary and post-primary schools in Nigeria. He emphasised that the use of inappropriate methods may impede
learning and result in a waste of time.
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Zaiton and Hishamuddin (2012) investigated the factors that influence students' interest in pursuing Islamic
education. They asserted that students' interest in Islamic Studies is significantly influenced by two primary
factors: situational and individual factors. To the best of this researcher's knowledge, no previous research has
produced any findings regarding the factors that influence students' decision to pursue Islamic Studies. The
objective of this investigation is to address this deficiency. Therefore, the primary objective of this study was
to identify the variables that influence students' selection of Islamic Studies in secondary institutions in the
llorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State, Nigeria.

Research Questions
The investigation addressed the subsequent inquiries:
1. What are the factors that influence students’ choice of Islamic Studies in secondary school in Ilorin West?

2. Is there any significant difference in the opinions of male and female students on the influence of parental
education on the students’ choice of Islamic Studies in secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government,
Kwara State?

3. Is there any significant difference in the opinions of male and female students on the influence of teachers’
methods of teaching on the students’ choice of Islamic Studies in secondary schools in Ilorin West Local
Government, Kwara State?

Research Hypotheses

Hol. There is no significant difference in the opinions of male and female students on the influence of
parental education on the students’ choice of Islamic Studies in secondary schools in Ilorin West Local
Government, Kwara State.

Ho2. There is no significant difference in the opinions of male and female students on the influence of
teachers’ methods of teaching on the students’ choice of Islamic Studies in secondary schools in Ilorin West
Local Government, Kwara State.

Research Methodology

The research population consisted of all secondary school students in llorin, Nigeria, who were enrolled in
Islamic Studies. The llorin Metropolis is divided into three Local Government Areas: llorin-East, llorin-South,
and llorin-West. The intended audience consisted of all students offering Islamic Studies. Out of the 125 public
schools in llorin Metropolis, a simple random technique was employed to select 10 schools. A total of 200
respondents were selected at random from each of the selected secondary schools, with 20 students per school.
In this investigation, questionnaires were implemented as instruments for data acquisition. The questionnaire
was divided into two sections: A and B. The biological data of the respondent, including their age and gender,
was included in Section A. Section B contained pertinent enquiries regarding the factors that influence the
selection of Islamic Studies by secondary school students. The Four Likert rating scale was employed to
evaluate the questions: Agreed (A), Strongly Agreed (SA), Disagreed (D), and Strongly Disagreed (SD). The
reliability of the research instrument was verified and validated through the recommendations of experts, and
it was tested with small groups outside the study population to assure its reliability. Descriptive statistics of
frequency and percentage were employed to present the demographic data of the respondents, and ANOVA
was employed to address the research hypotheses that were formulated.
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Outcomes

Table 1: Distribution of Respondents by Gender

Gender Frequency Percentage
Male 64 32

Female 136 68
Total 200 100

Table 1 shows that 32% of the respondents were male while 64% were female.

Research question 1: What are the factors that influence students’ choice of Islamic studies in secondary
schools in llorin West Local Government, Kwara State?

Table 2: Factors that Influence Students’ Choice of Islamic Studies in Secondary Schools in Ilorin West
Local Government, Kwara State

S/IN I chose Islamic studies, because SA A D SD
. 135 32 20 13
1 my parents forced me to choose it (67.5%) | (16%) (10%) (6.5%)
. 82 71 14 23
2 my parents are Muslims (42%) | (35.5%) | (7%) | (12.5%)
. . . 12 31 63 94
3 my parents also offered it while they were in schools (6%) (155%) | (31.5%) | (47%)
. . . 82 67 22 29
4 it was a fovourite subject to my parents (41%) | (33.5%) | (11%) | (14.5%)
5 my parents enlightened me that it is a good subject ( 4%(.3/()) (323/0) (71;0 ) (2%(3/0 )
6 My Islamic studies teacher has effective interpersonal skills that 63 80 15 42
encouraged me towards the subject (31.5%) | (40%) (15%) (42%)
7 My teacher has a high level of knowledge of the subject matter (6(1)2510 %) (33657’% ) (822/0) ( 4‘:/0 )
8 The methods of teaching used by the teacher motivates me (Slfé; ) (35751,% )| 8 1570/0 ) (5130 )
. . . 71 59 43 27
9 The teacher creates an enabling environment for students to ask question (35.5%) | (29.5%) | (21.5%) | (13.5%)
. . . . 91 68 29 12
10 the teacher integrates technology into the teaching of the subject (455%) | (34%) (14.5) ©)

Table 1 shows the factors that influence students’ choice of Islamic Studies in secondary school in Ilorin
West Local Government, Kwara State. As shown from the Table, 67.5% of the respondents strongly agreed to
the item 1 “My parents forced me to choose it”, 16% agreed, 10% disagreed while 6.5% strongly disagreed.
42% of the respondents strongly agreed to the item 2 “my parents are Muslims”, 35.5% agreed, 7% disagreed
while 12.5% strongly disagreed. 6% of the respondents strongly agreed to the item 3 “my parents also offered
it while they were in schools”, 15.5% agreed, 31.5% disagreed while 47% strongly disagreed. 41% of the
respondents strongly agreed to the item 4 “it was a fovourite subject to my parents”, 33.5% agreed, 11%
disagreed while 14.5% strongly disagreed.

45% of the respondents strongly agreed to the item 5 “my parents enlightened me that it is a good subject”
studies in the University of Ilorin”, 38% agreed, 7% disagreed while 20% strongly disagreed. 31.5% of the
respondents strongly agreed to the item 6 “My Islamic studies teacher has effective interpersonal skills that
encouraged me towards the subject”, 40% agreed, 7.5% disagreed while 21% strongly disagreed. 60.5% of the
respondents strongly agreed to the item 7 “My teacher has a high level of knowledge of the subject matter”,
33.5% agreed, 8% disagreed while 4% strongly disagreed. 51% of the respondents strongly agreed to the item
8 “My teacher has a high level of knowledge of the subject matter”, 35.5% agreed, 8.5% disagreed while 5%
strongly disagreed. 35.5% of the respondents strongly agreed to the item 9 “The teacher creates an enabling
environment for students to ask question”, 29.5% agreed, 21.5% disagreed while 13.5% strongly disagreed.
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45.5% of the respondents strongly agreed to the item 10 “the teacher integrates technology into the teaching
of the subject”, 31% agreed, 14.5% disagreed while 6% strongly disagreed.

Hypothesis Testing

Hol: There is no significant difference in the opinions of male and female students on the influence of
parental education on the students’ choice of Islamic studies in secondary schools in Ilorin West Local
Government, Kwara State

Table 3: The Difference in the Opinions of Male and Female Students on the influence of parental education
on the Students’ Choice of Islamic Studies in Secondary Schools in Ilorin West Local Government, Kwara

State
Cal. t-value Decision
Male 73 3.64 1.19
Hol
1.63 0.065 Accepted
Female 127 3.55 0.92

Table 3 shows the yielded t-value = (1.63) and the p-value = (0.065) that is greater than the level of
significance (0.05). Hence, the null hypothesis one (Hoi) was accepted. This shows that there was no
significant difference in the opinions of male and female students on the influence of parental education on the
students’ choice of Islamic Studies in secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government, Kwara State.

Ho2: There is no significant difference in the opinions of male and female students on the influence of
teachers’ methods of teaching on the students’ choice of Islamic studies in secondary schools in Ilorin West
Local Government, Kwara State

Table 4: The Difference in the Opinions of Male and Female Students on the Influence of Teachers’ Method
of Teaching on the Students’ Choice of Islamic Studies in Secondary Schools in Ilorin West Local
Government, Kwara State

Gender Cal. t-value p-value Decision
Male 73 3.83 1.21
Ho2
1.53 0.074 Accepted
Female 127 3.97 1.35

Table 5 shows the yielded t-value = (1.53) and the p-value = (0.071) that is greater than the level of
significance (0.05). Hence, the null hypothesis one (Hoi) was accepted. This shows that there was no
significant difference in the opinions of male and female students on the influence of parental education on the
students’ choice of Islamic Studies in secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government, Kwara State

Discussions

The findings of the study indicated that the majority of students in secondary schools in lorin West Local
Government, Kwara State, selected Islamic Studies due to the influence of their parents, who were Muslims
and chose the subject as their favourite. The students were also motivated by the interpersonal skills, teaching
methods, high level of the subject matter, enabling environment for students to ask questions, and integration
of technology into the teaching of the subject. However, they did not select the subject because their parents
offered it while they were in school.

This result is consistent with the discovery of Zaiton and Hishamuddin (2012), which indicates that the
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selection of Islamic Studies in public secondary schools is influenced by the nature of the school, the
willingness of the students, the methodologies of the teachers, and the parental factor. It was also determined
that situational and individual factors are also components of the factors that influence students' interest in
studying Islamic Education. Zaiton and Hishamuddin (2012) also posited that while some secondary students
do not enjoy Islamic Studies as a subject, they are compelled to select it due to the fact that their parents are
Muslims, Islamic scholars, or desire that they study it as a course when they enrol in tertiary institutions. This
discovery is consistent with Edwards and Quinter (2011), who assert that family members have a greater
impact on students' career decisions. Additionally, it has been noted that the majority of parents do not permit
their children to pursue Islamic Studies as a career due to their expectations regarding their children and their
attitudes towards religion.

The results of this investigation indicated that there was no substantial disparity in the perspectives of male
and female students regarding the impact of parental education on their decision to pursue Islamic studies in
secondary institutions in lorin West Local Government, Kwara State.

This discovery is consistent with Vista and Grantham's (2010) assertion that parental education is
consistently and significantly enhancing the academic performance of children throughout their lives.
Additionally, it was asserted that parental education has a beneficial impact on a child's academic performance
and reduces the probability of an adolescent dropping out of education.The academic success of students is
significantly influenced by the education of their parents, which significantly influences their choice of course
of study and academic performance in tertiary institutions. It is also consistent with Aliyu's (2019) submission,
which asserted that the educational background of parents influenced their children's ability to select a course
at the university.

In secondary institutions in llorin West Local Government, Kwara State, the results of this study indicated
that there is no substantial disparity in the perspectives of male and female students regarding the impact of
teachers' teaching methods on their decision to pursue Islamic studies. This discovery is consistent with the
findings of Aziz, lbrahim, Shaker, and Nor (2016), who emphasised that the teaching methods employed to
cultivate or pass Islamic Studies for students foster and cultivate a passion for the subject. It is also confirmed
that the methods employed in the instruction process are crucial for learners of varying educational levels.

Conclusion

The majority of secondary students in llorin West Local Government opt for Islamic Studies due to various
factors. These include parental influence, as their parents are Muslims and encourage them to choose the
subject. Additionally, the students are motivated by their Islamic studies teachers' interpersonal skills, effective
teaching methods, extensive knowledge of the subject matter, and the conducive environment that allows for
student engagement and questioning. Furthermore, the integration of technology into the teaching of Islamic
Studies serves as an additional source of motivation. It is worth noting that the students do not choose the
subject solely because it is offered by their parents while they are in school. In addition, there was no
discernible disparity in the viewpoints of male and female students about the impact of parental education on
the selection of Islamic studies in secondary schools in llorin West Local Government, Kwara State. The study
found that the perspectives of male and female students on the impact of instructors' teaching methods on their
choice of Islamic studies in secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government, Kwara State, are not
significant.

Recommendations

It was recommended that:

1. In order to ensure that their children are well-informed about the religion and are appropriately guided as
they mature into the broader society, Muslims should continue to mandate, motivate, and educate their
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children to pursue Islamic studies.

2. Teachers should consistently employ appropriate teaching methods to impart knowledge to students, strive
to support their teaching with various technologies, and maintain cordial interpersonal relationships with
them in order to persistently foster students’ interest in the subject.
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